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ACTING  PRINCIPAL’S  REPORT  
As we come to the end of another busy and successful term, I would 
like to congratulate all students on their efforts and achievements 
throughout Term 2. 
 
Week 9 saw our annual Small Schools Athletics Carnival take place 
despite some grey and damp weather, with Balonne House emerging as the 
overall champions. Congratulations to Balonne and, more importantly, to all 
students who participated throughout the carnival. It was wonderful to see 
students challenging themselves, supporting one another and displaying   
excellent sportsmanship across the two days. 

In Week 10, we welcomed the Faith students back to our 
school. This is always a highlight of the term, providing 
our students with a range of engaging activities and     
opportunities to build positive connections. 
Our school NAIDOC Day celebrations were also a       
tremendous success. We were proud to launch the new 
Josh Arnold song in front of students, parents and      
community members, as well as unveil our My Story, 
Your Story, Our Story book, which showcases the       
connections our staff and students have to Country 
through personal stories and hand-drawn artwork.        
We also officially opened our Bush Tucka Garden. These 
achievements would not have been possible without the 
dedication and hard work of Jen Miller, and we sincerely 
thank her for her ongoing contribution to our school   
community. 

 
Looking ahead to Term 3, families are reminded that 
School Photo Day will be held on Friday 17 July (Week 1).  
We encourage parents and community members to keep 
an eye on our school Facebook page and website, where 
the most up-to-date information and upcoming events are 
regularly shared. 
 

We also continue to encourage families to utilise QParents for responding to 
consent forms and notifying the school of student absences. This helps us 
maintain accurate records and streamline communication between home and 
school. 
 
On behalf of all staff, thank you for your continued support throughout the 
term. We wish all students and families a safe, relaxing and enjoyable holiday 
break and look forward to welcoming everyone back for Term 3, refreshed 
and ready for another great semester of learning.  
April McLaren - Acting Principal 

CALENDAR  
TERM 3 2026 
WEEK 1 
Monday - July 13 
School Resumes 
Parade - 2:30pm 
 
Tuesday - July 14 
 
Wednesday - July 15 

Instrumental Music 

Tuckshop 
 
Thursday - July 16 
 
Friday - July 17 
School Photo Day 
P-2 Library 
 
WEEK 2 
Monday - July 20 
Parade - 2:30pm 
TAFE Food Safety Course 
 
Tuesday - July 21 
 
Wednesday - July 22 

Tuckshop 
 
Thursday - July 23 
 
Friday - July 24 

17 
July 

Week 

One 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES 
RTC LIBRARY -  

CHECK COMMUNITY HUB FOR DETAILS 

Create your own 
Fidget Toys 

Flowerpot Person  
Science Experiments 

Week 10 - PJ Day, classroom  
and art showcase 



 



 

 

WEEK 9  SNAPSHOTS 
Anyone for a game of Dominoes? 
Cute jelly fish, great paper folding. 

Ballgame practice in lead up to the big day! 
Making coconut jam drops and carrot cake. 

Recording poems for assessment. 
Making a working circuit to create energy. 

 
 



 

AGE GROUP BOYS GIRLS 

5 Years Lucan Klein (Bollon) Samantha Bailey 

6 Years Colt Hayes (Thallon) Poppy Perkins 

7 Years Colt Batchelor (Hebel) Elysha Geli (Hebel) 

8 Years Ollie Cameron (Bollon) Lilis Moutsatsos 

9 Years Reggie Brown (Bollon) Maliyan Dyball 

10 Years Noah Moutsatsos Lucy Perkins 

11 Years Clay Barry (Hebel) & 

Harrison Cubby (Hebel) 

Caitie Brown (Bollon) 

12 Years Jakia Prince-Thompson Evalyn Hardman (Bollon) 

13 Years Levi McCoy Shaquarn Weatherall 

14 Years  Mataya Turnbull 

15 Years Gordon Greenbank Kassidy Harman 

16 Years Daraki Weatherall  

RECORD BROKEN BY NEW 

Shotput 15 Year Girl Chloe Burke  7.45m 

200m 13 Year Boy Le-Roy Robinson  29.66s 

1500m 11 Years  Layla Dyball  7.32 

JUNIOR ATHLETE SENIOR ATHLETE 

Evalyn Hardman Daraki Weatherall 

BALLGAMES Hebel 

P&C AVERAGE  Hebel 

OVERALL 
POINTS 

Balonne 

ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 
AGE CHAMPIONS 



 

NAIDOC 
 ‘Dirran Boys’ music 

 Year 10 tree planting 

 Cooking  with  bush 

tucka ingredients 

 Traditional music, art   

and stories 

 ‘Old Camp’ water testing 

 Sand art 

 Personal traits art 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week we celebrated NAIDOC Day – 50 Years of Deadly. 
This year’s theme is about 5 decades of NAIDOC celebrating the voices of communities.  
Fifty Years of Deadly marks a milestone. It’s a tribute to the people who built this movement. the Elders who stood firm, the organisers 
who made space, the artists who turned resistance into expression, and the communities who keep showing up, year after year. 
This moment is about looking back at the stories, the marches, the languages, the art, the leadership and the strength it took to get 
here. It’s about recognising how far we’ve come, not by chance, but because generations of people refused to be silenced. 
It’s also about the here and now, who we are today. Grounded in culture. Strong in our identity. Leading change across every field, from 
health and education to media, business, and the arts.  
And it’s about the future. The next 50 years. The young ones growing up proud. The return of language. The return to Country.         
The fight for justice continuing with new tools, new voices, and the same fire. 
Fifty Years of Deadly is a marker, not just of time passed, but of the momentum still building. It’s proof of what our people build when 
culture leads and community comes first. NAIDOC belongs to mob. It always has. 
We honour what came before by continuing the work. 
Still deadly. Always.  https://www.naidoc.org.au/about/naidoc-theme 
 
Class groups enjoyed a variety of rotational activities throughout the day including: 

• Cooking with Bush Tucker ingredients with Mrs Hegarty, Donna Hooper, 

• Casey Smith & Cresta Overs from Lifeline 

• Deadly 50 – discovering their own deadly traits with Peter Mulcahy 

• Sand art with Ms Tanya Kirkegaard 

• A variety of activities with Troy Troutman 

• Water testing at Old Camp with the QMDB Rangers 

• We also had the pleasure of sampling crocodile and kangaroo as well as lemon myrtle biscuits and wattle seed shortbread. 

https://www.naidoc.org.au/about/naidoc-theme


MORE NAIDOC AND SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENTS …. 
Special Features 
Our day also featured the official opening of our Bush Tucka Garden, the launch of our “My Story, Your Story, Our Story: We All Belong,” 
and our new school song titled ‘Yuwaalaraay-Euahlayi, Dirranbandi.’ All of these projects have been a number of years in the making,  
possibly a lot longer than anticipated, but ‘good things come to those who wait’. 
 
Bush Tucka Garden Opening 
While not quite the backdrop we had envisaged for our garden opening with the   
current drainage works, a beautiful space has been carefully cultivated over a      
number of years between staff and students, through stories shared by community.  
A special mention goes to Mrs Shelley Smith, who is our resident garden guru, and 
the force behind the development of this project. Mrs Smith addressed those present 
with the idea behind the design of the garden area, sharing how the Balonne River is 
represented by the Saltbush garden and the Midyim Berry bushes represent the 
homes that were once at Old Camp. With permission from some of our local First Nations women, she shared some of their memories and 
stories about their life at Old Camp in their younger years. 
Our Year 7/8 Indigenous Languages class were acknowledged for their work in harvesting, drying, milling and        
packaging ground saltbush for sale to community.   Saltbush is still available for $5 per 15g packet. 
 
“My Story, Our Story, Your Story: We All Belong” Book 
Our second project that has been a work in progress for a number of years is our school book entitled ‘My Story, Your 
Story, Our Story: We All Belong.’  The idea for this project came about back in 2022 between Mrs Miller, Miss Jess 
Hourigan and Mrs Andrea Killen as part of a larger body of work in conjunction with the Leading with Strength         
organisation, headed by Toby Adams and Sharon Grose. Unfortunately neither Toby or Sharon were able to make it 
to the launch but  wished us all the best for our celebration today and for our continued work. Mrs Killen has also 
shared how proud she is to have been part of such an amazing project and wished everyone a wonderful day. 
The book is a compilation of student and staff stories of connection to this place we all call home: Dirranbandi.  ‘Connecting with Country’ 
from an Indigenous Perspective, recognises that place, land, and community are inseparable. It emphasizes deep spiritual, physical, and 
cultural ties to the land and waters walked and cared for by First Nations peoples for thousands of years. Mrs Killen, Miss Jess and       
Mrs Miller initiated the ‘My Story, Your Story, Our Story’ project with the aim that through sharing personal stories of connection to  the 
country, in this case Yuwaalaraay-Euahlayi, Dirranbandi, we could share and promote a strong sense of belonging, and value a rich and 
diverse culture and history of connection.  With funding from the Intercultural Understanding Partnership Program, we were able to employ 
the services of First Nations artist Danielle Mate-Sullivan, to work with our students on sharing their stories through art.  Danielle spent a    
number of days assisting students to create their individual artworks, along with working with past student, Ebony Starkey on the Welcome 
Mural at the front of the school.  Following this, we had a number of years ‘catching up’ the creation of artworks and stories as new       
students and staff joined our school.  We thank Ms Tanya Kirkegaard in her role as our CEC in 2024, Miss Ella Brien in 2026 and recently 
Mrs Crystal Gilbert (St George DRT) and Miss Tamara Burke for assisting new students to complete their artworks. Many hours were 
spent compiling the stories and then, in order to turn our book into a language resource that can be used by our Indigenous Languages 
classes, even more hours were spent selecting key words from each person’s story and providing the Yuwaalaraay-Euahlayi language 
version of the words using the Gamiliaraay/Yuwaalaraay/Yuawaalayaay Dictionary and Gadjigadji app.  
Mrs Miller expressed what an honour it was, to be able to work so carefully with each child’s story, to gain a deep 
sense of how our students and staff feel connected to country.   Families should feel very proud also, as ‘family’ 
was a key theme throughout the book, as well as the sunsets, the land and friends.  It is very true, this land          
connects us all and we all belong. 
A number of staff and students were invited to share their stories from the book.  All currently enrolled families were gifted a copy of the 
book.  Additional copies may be purchased from the school for $30 each, with all profits going towards the maintenance of our Bush Tucka 
garden. 
 
School Song Launch - ‘Yuwaalaraay-Euahlayi, Dirranbandi.’ 
The creation of a new school song with the inclusion of First Nations language has been another dream of 
ours for a while. Again the theme for the song is around belonging, that all students at our school are  
valued and can feel they belong in all that we do and have to offer at our school. Creating a song also 
provided an opportunity for us to showcase some of our talented musicians.  With the generous support 
and funding of the P&C, we were able to ask Josh Arnold back to work with our students to write a new 
school song to capture that sense of belonging and how we are all connected to Dirranbandi.  As a school, we are so very proud of the 
group of songwriters, who sat for an entire day just throwing around ideas, proud of the students who became brave and auditioned      
individually in front of their peers, proud of the students who showcased their musicianship of which Josh was amazed by, proud of our 
whole school group for the pride and joy they demonstrate while singing the oldie but goodie, Down and Dirty in Dirran. Dirran kids really 
are amazing.   Josh Arnold sent in a video to introduce the song and share his pride in the development of the song also before the song 
was shown for the first time and then launched online. 


