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FROM THE PRINCIPAL … 
Academic Success Guarantee (ASG) 
We have reached the half way point of this terms ASG cycle. Mid-term reports 
have been sent home this week. The reports provide an update on how students 
are progressing with their current PLP literacy and numeracy goals. The report 
also provides an update on student attendance. 
Remember to be eligible for on-going inclusion in ASG, individual student            
attendance must be maintained at 90% or better, that is no more than 20 days 
absent for the year! 
Whole school attendance for the last two weeks was at 85.4%. This is below 
our school target of 90%. Remember every school day counts!  
 
School Arrival Time 
Please note that students should not be arriving at school prior to 8:30am. Staff 
are not on playground supervision prior to this time. When students arrive at 
school prior to 8:30am they are to remain seated under A-Block until the 
8:30am bell rings.  
 
Important Dates… 
Monday 23 August    Beginner Band Camp – St George SS 
Tuesday 24 August     Beginner Band Camp – St George SS 
Monday 30 August    BOOK WEEK dress-up day  
Wednesday 1 September  Junior Band Camp – St George SS 
Thursday 2 September   Junior Band Camp – St George SS 
Friday 3 September   Pupil Free Day – No school for students 
Tuesday 7 September  P&C Meeting 
Friday 10 September  SRC Footy Colours Day 
 
Congratulations to …. 
 Week 4 and 5 attendance winners … Prep – Year 1’s. Both weeks their         

attendance was over 90%. 

 Students who are regularly attending Homework and Study Centre and 
completing their homework. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You to … 
 Homework and Study Centre Staff, Miss Sheldon, Mrs Smith and Miss 

Jess for supporting students with homework and assessment each week. 
 Parents for ensuring your child is at school every day. Thank you also to 

the many parents that promptly call or message the school in the     
morning to notify that their child is absent. 

 
Remember … 
 Our School Facebook page. You’ll find important messages about School 

events and photographs of School happenings on our page. Have you ‘liked’ us 
recently? 

 To check out our new school song ‘Freedom in Dirran’ on Facebook or 
YouTube.  

Have a great weekend!     
Andrea Killen 



SEMESTER 1 2021 

TERM 3 
Week  7  
Monday  - August 23 
Parade  
Year 1-2 Library 
Beginner Band Camp 
 
Tuesday - August 24 
Beginner Band Camp 
 
Wednesday - August 25 
Tuckshop 
 
Thursday - August 26 
Year 3-6 Library 
 
Friday - August 27 

 
 
Week  8 
Monday  - August 30 
Dress-Up Day 
Parade  
Year 1-2 Library 
 
Tuesday - August 31 
Book Club Orders Close 
 
Wednesday - September 1 

Tuckshop 
Junior Band Camp 
 
Thursday - September 2 
Year 3-6 Library 
Junior Band Camp 
 
Friday - September 3 
PUPIL FREE DAY  
NO SCHOOL 
 
 
 
 
 

PBL FOCUS’ 
I am an                      

ACTIVE LEARNER 
when I am … 

   Safe 
   Responsible 

 Respectful 
 

 I am polite 
 Clean up after 

yourself in the 
classroom 

 Think before you 
act and react 

 

MONDAY 30th AUGUST DRESS-UP DAY 
Come dressed as your favourite book character 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Ballet workshops in session 



 
 
 

Hebel SS students joined the Dirran       

students at the Civic Centre  

to do some BALLET 

SRC FUNDRAISER  

FRIDAY 10 SEPTEMBER 
GOLD COIN DONATION 

HELP FIGHT CHILDREN’S CANCER 



 



 
 
 

Well done ‘Students of 
the Week ‘ - Chloe, 
Georgia, Zackery, 

Claire, Emily, Jossie, 
James 

Great Effort—’Active 
Learners’ - Lilah, Ruby, 

Harmony, Laylah, 
Mataya, Kasey, Lilly, 

Harry  
WOW look at all those 

Gotchas!! 
 

Students from the Year 
9-10 Community     

Services class cooking 
up some delicious 

treats to share with our   
seniors at the         

community card game 
at the RTC this week 

STUDENT AWARDS 

COMMUNITY  
SERVICES 

CLASS 



Last Term students in Year 7 and 8 wrote biographies about people who show courage in their 
life.  Here are some fantastic biographies for you to read. 

       
Rolihlahla “Nelson” Mandela  

By Lincoln Walker 
Rolihlahla “Nelson” Mandela born on 9 July 1918 in Manzo South Africa. In 1994, Nelson 
was elected the first black President of South Africa for 5 years. He was known to care for 
his family, friends and everyone around him. He received the Noble Peace Prize for the   
termination of the Apartheid regime in 1993. Nelson also was sent to prison because of his 
role in aiding the people of South Africa against their oppressors and more, he was sent to 
prison for 24 years. Rolihlahla was called “Nelson” from his teacher. Nelson was very     
courageous in his own way, it was a way in which he thought would change the world.  
Nelson did a lot of courageous things in his life that would help other people even if they didn’t agree with him. In 1995 he established 
the Nelson Mandela Children’s Foundation, he also had two quotes that he remembered when he was president they were, “a real 
leader must be ready to sacrifice all freedom for their people” and “a winner is a dreamer who never gives up” (Nelson Mandela 2017). 
Nelson joined a group to fight against HIV and AIDS in 2000.  He also expanded the voting rights to all South African people, this led 
to the down fall of the South Africana racist system in 1961 and because of that every year on the 18th July it’s internationally known 
as Nelson Mandela Day. After that he fought for peace and justice around the world. Another quote that some people believed in is “I 
learned that courage was not the absence of fear but the triumph over it” and “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can 
use to change the world”. Nelson ended up stepping down from being the president after 1 term, after stepping down he went on to 
live a good life but he would still stop to talk to his people and people he didn’t even know. Nelson was more famous after he got out 
of jail. Nelson would never have known how hard it would be in prison but that never stopped him from trying to getting out of prison or 
ever giving up on his people.  Nelson was sent to prison because he dedicated himself to the struggle of the African people, he fought 
against white domination, and against Black domination, he cherished the ideal of a domination free society in which all people live 
together in harmony and had equal opportunities, and these were ideals for which he was prepared to die for.  When he went to jail he 
didn’t lose all hope because he thought if he gave up he would just be giving the racist system a win, but instead of giving up, he kept 
on going non stop and remained unbroken.  
Nelson loved helping people or fighting for something important for example: equal rights, AIDS or HIV. He also enjoyed being      
president, he showed courage in this by helping people to make Africa a better place to live.  On the 5th of December 2013 he died of 
prolonged respiratory infection and left an amazing legacy behind. His last words before he died were “I’m ready to die” because he 
believed he did what he wanted for his people and he hoped to see it continue after he died and many years to come and he hopes 
that it never goes back to the way it used to be.  I believe that what made Nelson Mandela courageous wasn’t because he was the 
first black President or the amazing things he did, but most importantly that he had a caring, kind attitude and a helpful heart and 
that’s why I believe he was a courageous person. 
 
 

Todd Russell       
By Harry Amos 

Todd Russell was a 34-year-old Tasmanian and he got his fame in 2006 on May 9th when 
he was trapped in a Beaconsfield mine for 14 days and survived. Of the seventeen people 
who were in the mine at the time, fourteen escaped immediately following the collapse, 
one was killed and the remaining two were found alive on the sixth day. The collapse  
happened by a 2.2 magnitude earthquake.  He was courageous by how he coped being 
trapped one kilometer underground and having a little hole made to fit water and food in.  
Also, they were trapped in a 2x4 cage and had 600 tones of rock on the cage. Before all this he was a gold miner and had a family.   
They were working when the earthquake hit. Todd Russell and Brent Webb were trapped together, and Larry Knight was on his own. 
While they were trapped they were talking about life. While they were trapped, they would say to each other ...‘it`s ok, we will be fine, 
we will get out of this’. Todd would try to keep  everyone positive and in a good mood while they were trapped. The next day rescuers 
came and said they are going to try drill a hole so they can get out, but they made a hole the size of a coke bottle down into their 
cage, if they drilled any more the rocks would cave in on them. A few days later, the part of the cage Larry knight was in, had caved in 
and sadly he died. Todd Russell and Brent Webb didn`t know that Larry died. Todd Russell said he was very claustrophobic, and his 
body hurt everywhere.  After some more days passed Todd Russell was told the rescuers were using explosives to blow up a section 
to help get them out.  As the rescuers planned to get them out Todd was really scared. He thought he was going to blow up. After 14 
days in the mine the rescuers had found them singing the Kenny Rogers song “The Gambler”.  Both men walked out of the lift cage 
unaided "... punching their fists in the air to the cheers of the Beaconsfield crowds who had gathered outside the mine gate. Wearing 
their fluoro jackets and lit miner's helmets, the men switched their safety tags to 'safe' on the mine out board before embracing family 
members who rushed to hug them. Todd Russell had an injured knee, and a damaged vertebra which put pressure on his sciatic 
nerve, while Webb had injuries to both knees, several vertebrae, and his neck. When they got out, they checked out of work before 
anything. Then they went to their family. Then he went to Larry knights funeral. Then he went to watch his footy team play.  
That is what made Todd Russell the miner at Beaconsfield courageous, it was through the time being trapped 1km underground with 
all the things he had to go through while being trapped and making everyone be positive and be in a good mood.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sciatic_nerve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sciatic_nerve


Malala Yousafzai       By Ebony Starkey  
Malala Yousafzai is a famous Pakistan lady who was born in July 12, 1997. Although she was shot in 
the head in 2012 at the age of 17, she was in a coma for three days. In 2017 she was said to be the 
most famous teenager on the planet. Her family includes, Zaiuddin Yousafai, her mum, her school 
teacher/ husband along with her two sons that flew to the UK in October 2012, and her two younger 
brothers. Around 2008, her father was a teacher that ran an all girls school. That all changed when the 
Taliban took control of the town. In October 2012 Malala spoke out in public on behalf of the girls and 
their right to learn, but that made her a target.  The Taliban claimed to recognize their Islamic duty of 
offering education to both boys and girls, yet a decree was passed that banned girls above the age of 8 
from getting an education. What made her so courageous is that she stood up to the Taliban that told her she couldn’t go to school 
and get an education, but she went to school anyway and didn’t listen then, but that made the Taliban angry, she believed that girls 
should be able to go to school to get an education.  Since the Taliban targeted Malala for her advocacy for girls education she       
became known globally for promoting girls schooling around the world, for which she won the 2014 Noble Peace Prize. Malala opened 
a new girl’s school in her home town in the swat valley built with noble money. After the shooting that just happened Malala had to get 
taken on a plane to a military hospital in Peshawar, where doctors were forced to begin operating after swelling in the left position of 
her brain, which had been damaged by the bullet when it passed through her head. Ehsanullah Ehsan, a Pakistan Taliban           
spokesman who was responsible of shooting Malala in 2012 carrying the deadly Peshawar army school, he escaped from prison    
according to an audio clip released by him. You may ask what is she doing now well Malala is going to oxford university, something 
she has said to all her hearers, “hard to express my joy and gratitude right now as I completed my philosophy, politics and economics 
degree at Oxford”, she also wrote “I don’t know what’s ahead. For now, it will be Netflix, reading and sleep.”  
 
 

Turia Pitt      By Emily O’Neil 
Turia Pitt is a famous Australian who courageously recovered and rebuilt her life 
after being trapped and burnt in a bushfire. Turia Pitt’s birthday is 24 July 1987, she 
lived with her parents at Tahiti French Polynesia. Turia Pitt is an only daughter and 
she has 3 brothers. On September 2nd 2011 Turia was competing in an Ultra      
Marathon in the Kimberley Region in Western Australia when during the marathon, 
Turia and the competitors were faced with an out of control grassfire. Turia tried to 
out run the fire and she could not out run it, and as a result she suffered horrible 
burns to 65% of her body. She lost seven fingers and her face was also burnt. Turia spent 864 days in hospital, 100 surgeries and had 
to learn to walk again. In despite of Turia Pitt’s injuries, she rebuilt her life.  Turia Pitt even though she had bad injuries she kept going 
on with her life. Turia has used her injuries to help other people. She has her own book to inspire people. She is a motivational        
speaker, engineer and published author. She has written many books including;’ ‘Everything to live for,’ “Happy”, and “Unmasked”.  
After the tragic accident in Turia’s life she went on with her life and had two boys and lives happily with her high school sweetheart. 
Since her accident she now helps people by writing books and public speaking. Turia Pitt has given money to people to help them. 
Turia showed courage, she used her own injuries to help with their own problems. 

 
 

Anne Frank       By James Sweeting 
Annelies Marie Frank or Just Anne Frank was a courageous young girl. She was born in 12th June 1929 in      
Frankfurt    Germany. She was in a family of four, her father was Otto Frank, and her mother was Edith Frank, 
older sister was Margret Frank. On Anne’s thirteenth birthday she had gotten a red checkard diary. In school she 
was considered a popular intelligent young girl. She went to school at Montessori Lyceum, Amsterdam from 
1931 to 1941.  Because World War Two had hit and due to her Jewish heritage, Anne had to go into hiding from 
the Nazis.  (The family hid in an attic of a building behind Otto Frank’s business, the attic was called the secret 
annex. While in hiding they weren’t able to move or make noise during the day because if they did they would be         
discovered by the Nazis. In the first few months of hiding, Anne and her mother didn’t see eye to eye but after a 
few months they learned to get along. They hid with another family and another Jew.  While in hiding Anne was 

documenting the experience, this showed courage by having to resist the urge to move and speak.  
She wrote about what it was like to live as a Jew during world war two. She always hoped of going back to school to see her friends. 
In Anne’s diary she wrote to an imaginary friend called “Kitty” she wrote to “Kitty” about what it was like hiding in the attic. But even in 
hiding Anne was always a happy young girl, she would do impressions of the other people hiding in the attic. Anne had spent 761 
days in hiding meaning she had spent two birthdays in hiding, but she was still happy because she was with her family, then her and 
her family had been discovered by Nazis, this showed courage by holding out even when caught. 
After she and her family had got discovered Anne’s mother, sister and her got sent to Bergen-Belsen concentration camp. In 1945 
Annelies Marie Frank had died from typhus just before Bergen-Belsen was liberated. Her mother and sister had also died from typhus. 
A few months later Otto frank had learned of his family’s death her father had gotten Anne’s diary and after a while, he published it two 
years later. This is why Anne frank is courageous even hiding from Nazis and writing about it she never lost hope and she always tried 
to find beauty in things, quote “I don’t think of all the misery but of all but the beauty in things”. 
She may not have lived long enough to see the world war end but she always did dream it and this is why she Anne Frank is          
courageous  



Galileo Galilei 
By Emily Cox 

Galileo Galilei was an Italian philosopher, astronomer and mathematician, born on the 15th of 
February 1564. He was born in Pisa, Italy. When he was alive, he contradicted the church and 
taught the Copernican theory, which at that time was a heretical charge, in order to go against 
the church he had to show a lot of courage. Galileo also improved the telescope and was      
considered to be the ‘Father of Modern Astronomy’, the ‘Father of Modern Physics’ and the 
‘Father of Modern Science’.  
Galileo had a very supportive family, who helped him show courage. Galileo’s family consisted of his father, Vincenzio Galilei, his 
mother, Giula Ammanati, his daughters, Virginia and Livia, and his son Vincenzio Gamba. While he never married, his mistress gave 
birth to his children. His mother and daughters were nuns, while his father and son were both lutenists. His family allowed him to 
show a lot of courage, to continue to oppose the church. 
Galileo had a very interesting and courageous life. In 1589 – 1592 Galileo taught in Pisa, and reportedly made his famous velocity 
experiment, having dropped objects off the leaning tower, to disprove Aristotle’s theory that heavier objects fall faster than lighter 
ones, at that time Aristotle’s theory was thought to be fact to go against that, proves Galileo had a lot of courage. In 1600, his oldest 
child, Virginia, was born. In 1601, his second child, Livia, was born. In 1606, his youngest child and only son, Vincenzio Gamba, was 
born. In January of 1610, he discovered four moons orbiting Jupiter. Around 1633 he was charged for supporting and teaching the 
Copernican theory and was put under house arrest. In December of 1633, he was allowed to retire to his villa in Arcetri, outside of 
Florence. On January 8th, 1642 Galileo died in Arcetri, Italy. 
Galileo also wrote many books. They were some of the greatest books of all time. This included ‘The Starry Messenger’, ‘The        
Assayer’, ‘Discoveries and Opinions of Galileo, Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief Worlds’ and ‘Discourses and Mathematical 
Demonstrations concerning Two New Sciences’. During the publishing of his last book, the book had to be smuggled out of Italy in 
order to be published in Holland. 
When Galileo died, he was buried in the Novitiate Chapel, which was connected to the Basilica of Santa Croce, where the rest of his 
family was buried. However, nearly a hundred years later his admirers were able to get enough influence and spend enough money 
for an elaborate monument. In 1737, his body was unearthed and moved him. His tomb is also directly across from the tomb of     
Michelangelo, who died within a few days of Galileo’s birth. Some people believe that it was because Michelangelo’s spirit left his 
body and entered into. While many people are unaware if that is true, most can say the location shows that his admirers wanted to 
display to the world that Galileo was a treasured son of Florence, as was Michelangelo. Galileo’s admirers also showed a lot of     
courage to get enough influence to build a monument. 
Also there is not just the body of Galileo in his tomb. There is also the body of his daughter, Sister Maria Celeste, or Virginia.         
Apparently, his pupil Vincenzo Viviani, had secretly buried his daughter there as a posthumous gift. Now, both bodies rest in the 
tomb.  In his life Galileo was very courageous. He disobeyed the church by teaching the Copernican theory, which was the theory 
that the sun was at the centre of the universe and everything revolved around the sun. Eventually the church found out about it and 
charged him with heresy. He was put under house arrest. When he was in retirement he published his final book ‘Discourses and 
Mathematical Demonstrations concerning Two New Sciences’. He died after suffering from a fever and heart palpitations. These 
events made him incredibly courageous. In the words of Galileo himself “All truths are easy to understand once they are discovered; 
the point is to discover them.” and “We cannot teach people anything; we can only help them discover it within themselves.” These 
quotes showed his courage to teach and believe what he believed. 
 

 
Nick Vujicic  

By Daniel Stanton 
Born 4 Dec 1982 (age 38 years), without arms or legs, Nick Vujicic is a painter,     
swimmer, skydiver, and motivational speaker.  He was born with an extremely rare 
condition known as a disease called (Tetra Emilia-syndrome) which is characterised by 
the     absence of legs and arms.  Growing up in Melbourne, Australia, Nick struggled 
mentally, emotionally, and physically. But when he was in school he was elected to be a school captain.  
Nick went to California America where he created LIFE WITHOUT LIMITS in 2005, and he created another company called         
ATTITUDE IS ALTITUDE in 2007.  He gives motivational speeches and here a couple of his motivational quotes that he uses for 
people that have the same diseases and issues. “If you can't get a miracle, become one.... “If I fail, I try again, and again, and 
again .... “It's a lie to think you're not good enough ... “I was never crippled until I lost hope.” On Nick’s journey through life he has had 
books written about him, they’re called ‘Limitless: Devotions for a ridiculously a good life’ and ‘The Incredible power of faith in action’ 
and a couple of other books... and a movie about his life has been made and it is known as a good movie… 
Vujicic is now a motivational speaker and he recently spoke at Roy High School. He told them in no uncertain terms that bullying kills. 
He gave the students surveys to fill out anonymously and uses the information to further motivate students to be kind in hopes to 
decrease the suicide rate in Utah that has increased since 1999. Vujicic said that 55% of the reason for teens attempted suicide in 
Utah is because of bullying. He added that the solution to the epidemic has to be student-driven.  
In 2012 he married Kane Miyahara and his children are Dejan Levi Vujicic, Kiyoshi James Vujicic, Olivia Mei Vujicic, Ellie Laurel 
Vujicic.  My personal opinion about Nick is that even though he has no arms, no legs he has made the world look like a better place 
by talking about his life and his future to come.  
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